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At a press conference on Aug. 8 in Mexico City, president of the South Commission, Julius Nyerere,
called on all debtor nations to establish a common front. Only in this way, he said, can debtors
and creditors negotiate a solution to the foreign debt crisis. Nyerere, former president of Tanzania,
said that the South Commission is "working toward the development of cooperated, a united
front of all developing nations." According to the Commission president, "The possibility of losing
money makes the North react in an unreasonable manner to our needs. The time will come when
the countries who cannot pay are going to say that they cannot pay." Nyerere said that if the
South wants to see a positive response from creditor nations, it will have to act in a coordinated
manner. The press conference followed the third congress of the South Commission, attended by
representatives from Asia, Africa and Latin America. The meeting took place at the Cocoyoc resort,
located about 100 km. from Mexico City. Major agenda items were South-South relations, and the
Uruguay Round. In the South we do not have the tradition of working together, said Nyerere. He
warned that the major obstacle to North-South negotiations is developed countries'attempt to
exploit differences among Third World nations and regions. These difficulties, he added, are not
insurmountable if developing countries are committed to working together. Regarding the need
for establishing a new international economic order, Nyerere said that if developing nations are
not observant and do not form a common front, a new order will emerge that will be worse than
the current one. At the close of its meeting, the Commission issued a statement on the Uruguay
Round and its consequences for the Third World nations, and on the necessity of developing
countries to adopt a common strategy and position on the trade negotiations. Under the auspices
of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), the Uruguay Round ministerial level
talks are scheduled for December in Montreal, Canada. According to the statement, the Uruguay
Round must include not only discussions on trade liberalization, but also on the very rules of the
international trade system. "It is necessary for the developing nations to come to this meeting with
a unified position. It is urgent that they undertake a political dialogue which would permit them
to form a unified strategy for the talks in Montreal and for the subsequent negotiation process."
The statement continued by declaring that the developing nations' objective is to establish a
strengthened multilateral system that goes beyond the paper it was written on, and the simple
practices and economic power exercised by transnational enterprises. "Within GATT, the major
developed countries seek to reformulate norms and principles regulating the functioning of
the world economy,...for the benefit of their own interests and transnational companies," said
the statement. "Only a collective response by the South can confront in an effective manner the
organized strategy of the developed countries who intend to establish, piece by piece, the structure
of a new system corresponding to their interests and their vision of the world." (Basic data from AP,
08/08/88; Prensa Latina, 08/09/88)
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